INTRODUCTION. Vi 
dm me. A little boy happened to be stand- 
g by me, who, upon the sight of the mouse, 
gan to beg me to give it to the cat, or kill 
* for I don't like mice,“ said he, © pray 
{a'am put it away.” Not like mice!“ re- 
lied 1, „What can be your objection to such 
little soft creature as this?“ and taking ad- 
antage of its weakness, I picked it up, 
nd held it in the palm of one hand whilst I 
troked it with the fingers of my right. 
Poor little mouse,“ $a; :d] I, © who can be 
fraid of such a little object as fis? Do you 
ot feel ashamed of yourself, Joe, to fear such 
little creature as t/zs? Only look at it, ob- 
erve how small it is, and then consider your 
bwn size, and surely my dear, you will blush 
to think of being no more of a n, than to 
fear a mouse? Look at me, Joc, continued 
I, see I will kiss it, I am not at all afraid 
that it will hurt me. When lifting it up 40- 
ward my face, I heard it say, in the faintest 
voice possible,“ Do you not know me?“ 1 
nStantly recollected my little friend Nmͤbbe, 
and rejoiced at so unexpectedly fiuding him, 
„What! is it You, little Ninòle,“ exclain- 
ed I, „ that I again behold? Believe me, I 
am heartily rejoiced once more to find you ; 
but tell me where ou have been, what have 
you done, whom have you seen, and what 
have you learned since you last leit me?” O 


viii INTRODUCTION. 

replied he, in a voice so low I could scarcely 
hear him, © I have seen many things, but ! 
am so faint and weak for want of food and 
fresh air, that I doubt I shall never live to 


tell you; but for pity sake, have compassion 


on me, or either put me but of my present 
misery by instantly killing me, or else giving 
me something to eat; for, if you knew my 
Sufferings ; I am sure it would grieve your 
heart.“ Kul you F returned I, © no, that 
I will not: on the contrary I will try by every 
method to restore yoa to health, and all the 
happiness a mouse is capable of feeling.” I 
then instantly sent for some bread, and had 
the satisfaction of seeing him eat very heartily 
of it, after which he seemed mnch refreshed, 
and began to move about a little more suit- 
able to his name, for in truth, when J first 
found him, no living creature in the world 
could appear less deserving of the appellation 
of Nimble. I then fetched him a little milk 
and gave him a lump of sugar to nibble ; at- 
ter eating of which he begged to retire into 
some safe little hole to take a nap, from 
whence he promised to return as soon as 
he should wake, and accordingly in about 
an hour he again appeared on my table, and 
began as follows : 
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WAS frightened away from you just as I 
Vas going to implore your compassion for 
any unfortunate mouse that might bappen 
to fall within your power: lest you should 
destroy my dear and only surviving brother, 
Longtail ; but somebody entering the room, 
prevented me, and after I had regained my 
hiding place, I resolved to quit the house, 
and once more set out in search of my belo- 
ved brother. Accordingly with great difficulty 
I made my way out of the house ; but my dis- 
tress was much increased upon finding the 
snow so deep upon the ground, that it was im- 
possible for me to attempt to stir, as upon 
stepping one foot out to try, I found it far too 
deep for me to fathom the bottom. This 
greatly distressed me. Alas! said I to myself, 
what shall I do now? To proceed is impos- 
Sible ; and to return is very melancholy, with- 
e any tidings of my dear, dear Longtail ! 
But I was interrupted in the midst ot these 
B 3 reflections 
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reflections, by the approach of two cats, who 
cime running with such violence as to pas 
by without observing me, however It put me 
in such consternation, that regardless where 
I went, I sprang forward, and sunk so deep 
in the Snow that I must inevitably soon have 
perished, had not a boy come to the very 
place where I was to gather «now for making 
snow balls to throw at his companions.— 
Happily for me, he took me up in his hand, 
in the midst of the snow, which not less 
alarmed me, when I considered the sufferings 
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] before endured, and the cruel death of my 
brother Brighteyes from the hands pf boys. 
O! thought J to myself, what new tortures 
Shall I now experience? Better had I pe- 
r>hed in the cold snow, than be spared only 
o be tormented by the cruel hands of un- 
thinking children! 

Scarcely had I made this re flection, when 
the boy called out, upon seeing me move, 
# Lud ! what have I got here?” at the same 
instant tossing the handiul of snow from 
him in a vwlent hurry, without attempting 
to press it into a ball. Over I turned head 
nd heels, wondering what further would be 
ny fate, when I was happy to find J fell un- 
hurt upon some hay, which was laid in the 
vard to fodder the cows and horses. Here I 
ay Some time, $0 frightened by my adven- 
ure, as to be unable to move, and my little 
heart beat as if it would have burst it's way 
brough my brezst : nor were my appreben- 
jons at all diminished by the approaca of a 
an, who vathercd the bay up in his arms, 
nd carried it, (with me in the midst of it) in- 
0 the stable ; where atter littering down the 
ores, he left me once more to My own re— 
eCtIONS. 

After he had been gone some time, and all 
lings were quiet, I began to look about ws, 
an 
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and soon found my way in corn bin, 
whore I made a most delicious supper, and 
2 free from any disturbance till the morn- 

ng, when fearing I might be discovered in 
case he should want any of the oats for his 
horses, I returned by the same place I enter- . 
ed, and hid myself in one corner of the hay- 
loft; where J passed the whole of the day 
more free from alarm than often falls to the 
lot of any of my species; and in the ever 
ing again returned to regale myself with the 
corn, as I had done the- night before. The 
great abundance with w hich I was surround- 
ed, strongly tempted me to continue where | 
was; but then the thoughts of my absent 
brother imbittered all my peace, and the ad- 
vice of my mother came $0 much across my 
mind, that I determined before the next 
morning I would again venture forth and 
Seek my fortune and my brother. Accord- 
ingly, after having eaten a very hearty meal, 
J left the bin, and was atte mpting o get out 
of the,stable, when one of the horses being 
taken suddenly ill, made so much noise with 
his kicking and struggling, as to alarm the 
ſamily, and the coachman entering with ay 
lantern in his hand, put me into such con 
sternation, that I ran for shelter into the 
pocket of a great coat, which hung up upon 
a Peg 
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z peg next the harness of the horses. Here I 
ay snug for some hours, not daring to stir, 
Þþs 1 smelt the. tootsteps of a cat frequently 
ass by, agg ard the coachman extol her 
Bs to a man who accompanied 
. stable; saying she was the best 
f Nhe kingdom.“ I do not believe. 
r ddeq he e, « [ have a mouse in the stable or 
e Pft, be keeps so good a look out: for the 
st two days I lent her to the cook, to put 
e Pto her pantry, but I have got ber back 
e Bain, and I would not part with her for a 
l- gown ; no not for the best silver crown that 
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ever was coined in the Tower.” Then, 
through a little moth hole in the lining of the 
coat, I saw him lift her up, stroke her, and 
put her upon the back of one of the horses, 
where she stretched herself out and went to 
sleep. 

In this situation I did not dare to stir. I 
had too often seen how eager cats are to watch 
mice, to venture out of the pocket whilst che 
was so near me, especially, as I did not at all 
know the holes or cracks round the stable, 
and should therefore, had she jumped down 
been quite at a loss where to run, So I de 
termined to continue where I was till either 
hunger forced me, or the absence of the cal 
gave a better opportunity of escaping. Bu 
scarce had J taken up this resolution whe 
the coachman again entered, and sudden 


taking the coat from the peg, put it on, ang 5 


marched out with me in his pocket. 
It is utterly impossible to describe my fea 
and consternation at this event, to jump 0 


whilst in the stable exposed me to the jaws of Bl 


the cat, and to attempt it it when out of doo 
was but again subjecting myself to be froze 
to death, for the snow continued still on th 
ground; yet to stay in his pocket was TW! 
ning the chance of suffering a still more dreac 
fa] death by the barbarous hands of man; à 
"1s ect in case he Should ff 
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me but either to be tortured like Scftdown, 
or given to be the sport of his favorite cat, 


to determine, for whilst I was debating in 
my own mind what course I had better take, 
he mounted the coach box and drove away 
with me in his pocket, till he came to a large 
hause about a mile distant from this place ; 
there he put down the company he had in 
the coach, and then drove into the yard, 
But he had not been there many ee 
before the coachman of the family he was 
come to, invited him into the kitchen to 
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However it was soon put out of my power 
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ever was coined in the Tower.” Then, 
through a little moth hole in the lining of the 
coat, I saw him lift her up, stroke her, and 
put her upon the back of one of the horses, 
where she stretched herself out and went to 
sleep. 

In this situation I did not dare to stir. If, 
had too often seen how eager cats are to watch , 
mice, to venture out of the pocket whilst she, 
was so near me, especially, as I did not at alf 
know the holes or cracks round the stable, 
and should therefore, had she jumped down 
been quite at a loss where to run, So I de 
termined to continue where I was till either 
hunger forced me, or the absence of the calf 
gave a better opportunity of escaping. Bull 
Scarce had I taken up this resolution when 
the coachman again entered, and suddenly} 
taking the coat from the peg, put it on, and} 
marched out with me in his pocket. 

It is utterly impossible to describe my fe 
and consternation at this event, to jump olf 
whilst in the stable exposed me to the Jaws 
the cat, and to attempt it it when out of doo 
was but again subjecting myself to be froze 
to death, for the snow continued still ont 
ground; yet to stay in his pocket was ruf 
ning the chance of suffering a still more drea 
ful death by the barbarous hands of man; a 
i expect, in case he should f 
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me but either to be tortured like Scftdown, 
or given to be the sport of his favorite cat, 
A fate almost as much dreaded. as the other. 
However it was soon put out of my power 
to determine, for whilst I was debating in 
my own mind what course I had better take, 
ue mounted the coach box and drove away 
with me in his pocket, till he came to a large 
house about a mile distant from this place; ll 
there he put down the company he had in 1 
the coach, and then drove into the yard. | 

ut he had not been there many moments 
before the coachman of the family he was 
come to, invited him into the kitchen to 
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warm himself, drink a mug of ale, and eat a 
mouthſul of cold meat. As soon as he en 
tered, and had paid the proper compliments 
to the Mrs. Betties and Mollies at the place, 
he pulled off his great coat, and hung it 
across the back of his chair. I instantly seis 
ed the first opportunity, and w hilst they 
were all busy assembling round the {ncheon 
table, made my escape, and ran under a cup- 
board door close by the chimney, where [ 
had an opportunity of seeing and hearing al} 
that passed, part of which conversation 1 will 
relate to you. 

« Well, Mr, John,” said a footman, ad- 
dressing himself to the man p pocket I 
had just left,“ How fare you? are you pretty 
hearty ? You look well I am sure.“ © Aye 
and so I am,” replied he. © I never was better 
in all my life ; I live comfortably, have a 
good master and mistress, eat and drink 
bravely, and what can a man wish for more? 
For my part I am quite contented, and if I 
do but continue to enjoy my health, I am 
Sure I shall be very ungrateful not to be so.“ 
« That's true, Said the "other, but the mis- 
fortune of it is, people never know when 
they are well off, but are apt to fret and wash 
and wish.and fret, for sometbing or other all 
their lives, and so never have any enjoyment 
Now for my own part, I must needs confess, 
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that I cannot help vis MN was a gentleman, 
and think I should be a deal happier if I 
was.“ Pshaw!” replied John, © I don't 
like now to hear a man say so: it looks as if 
von are discontemed with the state in which 
you are placed, and depend upon it, you 
are in the one that 1s fittest tor you, or you 
would not have been put into it, And as 
for being happrer if you were a gentleman, I 
don't know what to say to it. Jo be sure, to 
have a little more money in one's pocket, 
nobody can deny that it would be very agree- 
able; and to be at liberty to come in and go 
out when one pleased, to be sure would be 
very comfortable. But, still, Bob, still you 
may assure yourself, that no state in tis world 
is tree from care, and if we were turned into 
Lords, we should find many causes for unea- 
siness. So here's your good health,“ said he, 
lifting the mug to his mouth, “ wishing, my 
lad, you may be contented, cheerful, and good 
humoured ; for without these three requisites, 
content, cheerfuiness, and good humour, no one 
person upon earth, rich or poor, old or young, 
can ever feel comfortable or happy, and s 
here's to you, I say.” And here's the same 
good wishes to you,” said a clean decent look- 
ing woman Servant, who took up the mug 

apon John's putting it down, * Content, cheer- 
vor. II. 8 'fulness 
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fulness and good humour, I think was the toast. 


Then wiping her mouth as she began ber 
speech, she added, © and an excellent one it 
is: I wish all folks would mind it, and en- 
deavour to acquire three such good qualifica- 
tions,” © I am sure,“ rejoined another fe- 
male servant, whose name I heard was Salih, 
« wish so too: at lenst I Wish Miss Mary 
would try to zain a little more of the goods 
humour ; for | never came near such a cross 
crab in my life as it is; I declare | hate the 
sight of the girl, She is such a proud little me 
She would not voucheafe to speak to à poor 
Servant for the world ; as if she thought be- 
cause we are poorer, we were therefore not of 
the same nature: her sisters, I think, are 
worth ter of her, they always reply so Civilly 
if a body speaks to them, and say, yes, if you 
please, Mrs. Sally, or, no thank you Mr. Buß; 

or I should be obliged to you if you woufd 
do so and so, Mrs. + city ; and not plain yes or 
no, as she Joes) ; and well to if one can get 
even that from her; for sometimes I declareshe 
will not deign to give one any answer at all.“ 
Aye, that is @ sure thing she won't,” re- 
plied the maid servant who first drank, * it 
is a sad thing she should behave so; I can't 
think for my part where she learns it; I 
am sure neither her pappa or mamma * 
te 
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the example of it, for they always speak as 
pretty and as kind as it is possible to do; and 
I have heard, with my own ears, my mistress 
tell her of it twenty and twenty times, but 
she will do so. I am sure it is a sad thing 
that she should, for she will always make 
people dislike her. J am sure, if young gen- 
tlemen and ladies did but know how it makes 
people love them to speak civilly and kind, 
they would take great care not to behave like 
Miss Maury. Do you know, the other day, 
when Mrs. Lime's maid brought liule Miss 


Peggy to see my mistress, when she went a- 


way, she made a courtsey to Miss Mary, and 
said good morning to you Miss. And would 
you think it, the child stood like a stake, 
and never returned it $0 much as by a nod 
of the head, nor did she open her lips. I 
Saw by her looks the maid took notice of 
it, and I am sure 1 have such a regard for the 
family, that I felt quite ashamed of her be- 
haviour.” „Oh! sbe served me worse than 
that,“ resumed Sally, “ for, would you be- 
lieve it, the ether day I begged her to be $0 
kind as to Jet her mamma know I wanted to 
speak with her; and l did not chuse to g0 
into the room myself, because I was dirty, 
and there was company there ; but for all I 
desired her over and over only just to step in 
C-2 (and 
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(and she was at play close to the door) yet, 
could you suppose it possible, she was ill-na- 
tured enough to refuse me, and would not 
do it at last.“ Well, it ever I heard the 
like of that ! exclaimed John, Whose pocket 
J had been in. I think that was being cross 
indeed, and it a child of mine was to behave 
in that surly manner, I would whip it to 
death almost. I abominate such unkind do- 
ings, let every one, I say, do as they like to 
be dene by, and that is the only way to be 
happy, and the only way to deserve to be so; 
for if folks will not try to be kind, and 
oblige others, why Should any body try to 
please them. And if Miss Mary was my 
girl, and chose to behave rude and cross 
do the Servants, if I was her pappa, I would 
order them all to refuse doing any thing 
for her, 1 would soon humble her pride 
I warrant you, tor nobody should make 
her puddings; or cut her bread, or do an 

thing for her till she learned to be Lind. 
and Ciril, and t/hgnifu! too, for all that was 
done for her, I have no notion, for my part, 
for.a child to give herself such airs for nothing 
and because her parents happen to have a 
little more money in their pockets, for that 
reason to think she may be rude to poor folks; 
but though Servants are poor, still surely 


they 
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they are richer than ste is, I should like to 
ask her how much money she has got? and 


which way $he came by it? A child I am 


Sure 1s no richer than a beggar, for they have 
not a farthing that is not given them through 
mere bounty; whereas a servant, who works 
for his living, has a right and just claim to his 
wages, and may truly call them his own ; but 
a c/ild has not one farthing that is not its pa- 
rents. So here's my service to you, Miss, 
said he, (again lifting the ale-mug to his mouth) 
„ and wishing her a speedy reformation of 
manners, I drink to her very good health.” 
John drank to the bottom of the mug. and 
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then shaking the last drop into the ashes un- 
der the grate, he told the following story as 

he sat swinging the mug by its handle across 
his two fore fingers, which he had joined for 
that purpose. 

„When my father was a young man he 
lived at one Mr. peeftgo's, as upper footman; 
they were vastly rich. Mr. Specdgo was 4 
merchant, and by good luck he gathered gold 
as fast as his neighbours would pick up stones 
(as a body may say.) So they kept two or 
three carriages, there was a coach and 2 chariot 
and a pheton, and I can't tell what besides, 
and a power of servants you may well suppose 
to attend them all ; and very well they lived, 
with plenty of victuals and drink. But 
though they wanted for nothing still they 
never much loved either their master or mis— 
tress, tley used to give their orders in sa 
hauzhty and in pe 'FLOUS u manner; and if asked 
a civil qucstion, answer so $407 tly, as if the 
thought their servauts not worthy of their 
notice: so that in short, no one loved then: 
nor their children either, for they bros ght 


them up just like themselves, to-dep pise evory 


one poortr than they were; and to speak as 
cross td their servants as 11 they bas hs n sa 
many adders th: 'y were afraid wo ld bife 
them. — 


I have 
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*% f have heard my father say, that if Mas- 
ter Speedgs wanted his horse to be got ready, 
be would say, Saddfe my lors! in such a dis- 
pleasing manner as made it quite a burthen to 
do any thing for him. Or if the young ladies 
wanted a piece of bread and butter, or cake, 
they would say, Give me a bit of cake 3 or, 
if they added the word pray ta it, they spoke 
m such a grumpy way, as plainly shewed they 
thought themselves a deal better than their 
<eyvants ; forgetting that an hones? servant is 


Just as worthy a member of society as his mas- 


ter, and whilst he behaves well, as much de- 
Serving of eivility as any body. But to go on 
with my story. I have already told you Mr. 
Speedgo was very ich and very proud, nor 
would he on any account, suffer any one to 
vit at his house whom he thought befow him, 
as he called it; or at least if he did, he al- 
ways took care to bchave to them in such a 
manner, as plainly to let them know he 
thought he shewed a mighty farour In con- 

versing with them. | 
Amongst the rest of the servants there 
was one Moll Mount, as good a hearted girl, 
my father says, as ever lived; she had never 
received much education, because her pa- 
rents could not aftord to give her any, and 
ehe learned to read after she was at Mr. 
Speedg9's 
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Speedgo's from one of the house-maids, who 
was kind enough to teach her a little; but 
you may suppose from such sort of teaching, 
she was no very good scholar. However, 
She read well enough to be able to make out 
Some chapters in the Bible; and an excellent 
use She made of them, carefully tulfilling 
every duty she there found recommended as 
necessary for a Christian to practise. She 
used often to say, She was perfectly content- 
ed in her station, and only wished for more 
money that she might have it in her power 
to do more good. And sometimes when she 
was dressing and attending the young ladies 
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of the family, she would advise them to be- 
have prettier than they did ; telling them, 
* that by kindness and civility they would be 
30 far trom /osmg respect, that on the con- 
trary they would much gain it. For we can- 
not Che would very truly say) bave any re- 
spect for those people who seem to forget 
their human nature, and behave as if they 
thought themselves superior to the rest of 
their ſellos- creatures. Young ladies ang 
zentlemen have no oecasion to make them- 
sclves very miimate and familiax with their 
Servants ; but every body ovght to speak crretly 
and govd-kumorredty, let it be to whom it will; 
and if I was a lady I should make it a point 
never to {ook cxbas or speak gruffly to the poor, 
Or fear they should think, J forgot I was os. 
the same human nature, as they were.” By 
these kind of hints, which every now and 
then she would give to the Mixes, they were 
prodigiously oflended, and complained of her 
msolence, as they called it, to their mamma 
who were wronglv, instead of teaching them 
to behave better, joined with them in blam- 
ng Molly for her freedom, and to. Show 
her displeaswure at her conduct, put on » tl} 
baughtier air, whenever she spoke to her, 
than she did v0 any other of the $ervants, 

Molly, howeves continued to behave ex- 
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tremely well, and often very seriously la- 
mented in the kitchen the wrong behaviqur 
of the family, * I don't mind it,” she would 
say, for my own part, I know that I do my 
duty ; and their cross looks, and proud be- 
haviour, can do me no real harm ; but I can- 
not help grieving for their sakes; it distresses 
me to think that people who ought to know 
better, should, by their 1I|-conduct make 
themselves so many enemies, when they 
could so easily gain friends: Jam astonished 
how any body can aet so foolishly.“ In this 
sensible manner she would frequently talk 
about the sin as well as the folly of pride. And 
one day as she was talking to her tellow- 
Servants, rather louder than in prudence she 
ought to have done, her two young ladies 
overheard her ; ; and the next time she went 
to dress them, they ihquired what it was she 
had been say ing to the other maids. In- 
deed, ladies, said She, * I hope you will ex- 
euse my telling you, I think, if you give 
yourselves time to reflect a little, you will 
not insist upon knowing, as that certainly 
is beneath uch rich ladies as you are, to con- 
cern yourselves with what pour servants talk 
about,” This answer did not however satisfy 
them, and they positively commanded her to 
let them know. MY was by far ton good a 
woman 
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woman to attempt to deceive any body; she 
therefore replied, * if ladies you insist upon 
knowing what I said, I hope you will not 
take any thing amiss that I may tell you, 
thus compelled as I am by your commands. You 
must know then Miss Betsy and Miss Rachael, 
that I was saying how sad) a thing it was for 
people to be proud because they are rich ; or 
to ſuncy, because they happen to have a little 
more money, that for that reason they are 
better than their servants, when in reality 
the whole that makes one person better 
than another is, having superior virtues, be- 
ing kinder and more gocod-natured, and readier 
to assist und serve their fellow-creatures ; these 
are the qualifications, I was saying, that 
make people beloved, and not being posses- 
sed of money. Money may indeed procure 
Servants to do their business for them, but 
it is not in the power of all the riches in the 
word to purchase the ſore and esteem of any 
one. What a sad thing then it is, when 
gentlefolks behave $0 as to make themselves 
despised, and that will ever be the case with 
all those, who like (excuse me, ladies 3 you 
insisted upon my telling you what [ said) 
who like Miss Betsy, and Miss Rachael, and 
Master James, show such contempt to all 
their inferiors. Nobody could wish children 
: ot 


— — — 


— — — 


2 T IJ? 
28 A. A 42) 


of their fortunes to make themselves too 
free, or play with their servants; but if they 
vere little Kings and queens, still they ought 
to speak lind and cir to every one, Indeed 
ear £O2d King und (zueen would scorn to be- 
nave like the children of this tamily, and 
if. —She was going on Hut they stopped 
her. Saying, le you say another word we 
Weill push you Ou! of the room this moment, 
5ou radr, Bold, tnsolent woman, you ought te 
be ahareed of speaking 50 disry<pect tall ly of 
vour beaiters ; but! We will tell onr mamma, 
that we will, and she wont suder you 9 
Allo, your totigue such liberties.“ * If) re- 
phed ,, have offended you I am sorry 
for it. and beg your pardon, ladies; I am 
82:0 I had ny wish to do 8G 3 and you Should 
remember, that you both ;nsicted upon _ mY 
telliag you what i had been saying. 4.86 
we did, said tney, © but you had no businese 
to sny it at all, and I promise you my mamme 
$lall know it,” 

In this manner they went on for some 
time; but to make short of my story, they 
represented the matter in Sack a manner 
to their mother, that she dismissed Molly 
from ker sersicefwitk a strict charge never 
to visit the house again. For,” said Mrs. 
Sreedgo, * no serraut who behaves as you 

have 
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e donc, shall ever enter my doors again, 
eat - another mouthful in my house 
[ity kad no desire se suddenly to quit her 
ce; but as ker conscienoe perfectly ac- 
1tted her of any wilful crime, after re- 
-viving her wages, respectſully wishing ail 
% farnily Weir Health, and taking a friendly 
ea of her feHow-servants she left the 
douse; and gan engaged herself as dairy- 
zonid in a farmer's damily about three miles 
. In which place she behaved so extremely 
vell aud se much t» the sattsſaction of 
ner master and mistress, that, after she had 
lived there a little more than two years, 
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O PERAMBULATION of @ Movuse, 
with their entire approbation, she was me 
ried to their eldest son, a sober worthy youny 
man, to whom his father gave a fortune not 
much less than three thousand ponnds, witt 
which he bought and stocked a very pretty 
farm in Somersets/ure ; where they lived as hap» 
py as virtue and affluence could make them 
By industry and care they prospered beyond 
their utmost expectations, and by their pr 
dence and good behaviour gained the esteem 
and love of all who knew them. 

* To their servants (for they soon acquired 
riches enough to keep three or four, I mean 
household ones, besides the number that were 
employed in the farming business) they be- 
haved with such kindness and cir ity, that had 

they even given less wages than their neigh- 
bours, they would never have been in want 
of any; every one being desirous of getting 
into a family where they were treated with 
Such kindness and condescension. 

* In this happy manner they continued to 
live for many years, bringing up a large fa- 
mily of children to imitate their virtues ; but 
one great mortification they were obliged to 
submit to, which was that of putting their 
children very early to boarding school, a 
circumstance which the want of education in 

Mrs. 


Mrs, and indeed I may add, Mr. Fail, ren- 


dered absolutely necessary. 


„But 1 am afraid Mrs. Sally and Mrs. 
Nelly you will be tired, as I have but half 


told my story yet; but 1 will try to make 


Short work of it, though indeed it deserves 
to be noticed, for it may teach one a great 
deal, and convince one how little the world's 
riches are to be depended on. 

* I have told you, you know, that Mr. 
Speedgo was a merchant, and a very rich one 
too. It is unknown what vast sums of mo- 

he used to spend! When, would you 
think it, either through spending it too fast, 
or some losses he met with in trade, he broke 
all to nothing, and had not a farthing to pay 
his creditors, I forgot how many thousand 
pounds it was he owed, but I know it was 
a vast great many. Well 1 this you may be 
sure was a great mortification to them; they 
begged for mercy from their creditors ; but 
as in their prosperity they had never shown 
much mercy themselves to those they thought 
beneath them, so now they met with very 
little from others: the poor saying they de- 


served it for their pride; the rich condemning 


them for their presumption, in trying to vie 

with those of superior birth; and those who 

had been less successful in business, blaming 
9 2 | them 
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them bor their cxtraragance, whith, they 


fortunes. 


In this distress, in vain it was they ap- 


plied for asststancr to bose they had estwe med 


the ir friends; for as the never had beencare- 


ful to form their connections with people of 
real merit, enly ceRing to be acquainted with 
those who were vick and yroeperuts,, SO ROW 
they could: no longer return mein eivilities, 
hey found none were zzady te Show hem 
Any ; but every one seemed anxious to Asep 
Som them. 2% muck as possible. Thus dis- 
trend zud Anciag a one willing de helm 
tber, the young Squire, Master Janeo, was 
obkged bo go to sea: while Miss. Bert and 


NI Rasur, were even forged ti try wo gen 


their lining by servies, a wax 05 hte wth 
wers both 1 aualißed to nndertake ;; for they 
had always so atcavtomed. memselvss to ha 
waited on aud. attended, thas they scarcelx 
knew dow to help chemie ves, much 13% I 
work $97 others, The eonsequence of ue 
was they gave 3% little satisſactich to thein 

employers, that they staid bat a bite dme 
m 4 place, and from so regquenNly a langlug, 
ns family who. wisthed to be well Seltded, 
would admit them, as those thought bt i 
possible tagy could be good Servants, who: 
DS one thought worthy of keepme. - 1 


32d, had juetly hxough) on. them ther mis- 
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I It is impossible to describe the many 
fand great mortifications those two young 

ladies met with! They now frequently re- 
collected the words of Molly Mount, and ear- 
nestly wished they had attended to them 
| whilst it was in their power, as by so doing 
they would bave secured to themselves friends. 
And they very forcibly found, that although 
they were poor, and sens, yet they were as 
sensible of kind treatment and civility, as if they 
had been richer. 

% After they had been for some years 
changing from place to place, always obliged 
to put up with very low wages, upon ac— 
count of their being so i}l-qualified for ser- | 
vants, it happened that Miss Betsy got into 1 
service at Watch, a place about three miles 
distant from Mr. Flail's farm. Here she had | 
a violent fit of ess. and not having been 1 
long enough in the family to engage their | 
generosity to keep her, she was dismissed 
upon account of her ill health rendering 
her wholly incapable of doing her business 
for which she was hired. She then, with | 
the very little money she had, procured a 
lodging in a miserable little dirty cottage; þ 
but through weakness being unable to work, | 
she soon exhausted her whole stock, and | 
was even obliged to quit this habitation | 
p 3 bad | 


„ % D FS Di. 4 WAY So 


34 PrnAMBULATION of Mons. 
bag as it was, and for some days Support 
herself wholly by begzing from door to dog, 


often meeting with very unkind langvage 


for 56 idle an employment; some people te“ 
ling Her 10 go to ber perisb, when alas! her 
parisch was many miles distant, and she, poor 
creature had no means of getting there. 

At last she wandered in this distressful 
situation to the! house of Mr. Flau, and 
walked into the farm yard just at the time 
the cows were being milked. She, who for 
a long time had tasted nothing but bits of 
broken bread, and had no drink besides wa- 
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ter She had scooped vp in ber bands, looked 
at the quantity of fresh milk with a most 
wisbſal eye: and going to the uiunen who 
were milking, she besought them in a mor- 
ing manner to give ber a draugbt, as she was 
almost ready to perish. For pity sake, said 
she, have compasson upon A poor wreich, 
dying with sictness, Junger, and first; ii is a 

long ume since I have tasted a mouthfu] of 
wholesome victuals, my lips are now almost 
parched with thirst, and 1 am so faint for 
want, that I can scarcely stand; my sufler- 
ings are very great indeed, it would melt a 
heart of stone to hear the story of my woes, 


Oh! have pity upon a poor ſellow-creature 


then, and give me one draught of that milk, 
which can never be missed out of so vast a 
quantity as you have there, and may you 
Never, never, know what id is to suffer as 1 
now do.” To this piteous request she re- 
ceived for answer the common one of © Go 
about your business, we have nothing for you, 
s0 don't come here. We should bave 
enough to do indeed, said one of the milkers, 
* if we were to give every idle beggar 
who would like a dranght of this delicious 
milk; but no, indeed, we shall not give you 
a drop ; so go about your business, and don't 
come plagumg us here, Mrs. Tail, who haps 

pened 
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Nothing, ma'am,“ replied the milk-maid, 


only I was sending away this nasty dirty, 
creature, who was so bold as to come asking. 


for milk indeed! But beggars grow so in- 
pudent now a-days there never was the like of 
it. O je ” retnrned Mrs. Tail, shocked at 
her inhuman way of speaking, * fie upon you, 
to speak in so unkind a manner of a poor 
creature in distress.” Then turning to the 
beggar, she inquired what she wanted in so 
mild a tone of voice, that it encouraged her 
to speak and tell her distress. 

« Mrs. Flail listened with the greatest at- 
tention, and could not help being struck with 
her speech and appearance; for though she 
was cloathed in rags (having parted with all 
her better cloaths to pay for her lodging and 


fooc:) still there was a something in her language 


and manner which discovered that she was no 
com mon beggar. Betsy had stood all the time 
with her eyes fixed upon the ground, 
Scarcely once lifting them to look at the face 
of Mrs. Flail ; and she was so changed her- 
self by her troubles and sickness, that it was 


impossible for any one who had ever seen Miss 


Svecdgo, 


pened to be in the yard with one of her 
children who was feeding the chickens, over- 
heard enough of this to make her come for- 
ward, and inquire what was the matter? 
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Iſuocd go, do ve elett ber in ber presem miee- 
Fable state. Drs. Fm, hoverer wanted vo 
ardher mducement o rebbene her ther 30 
bre zhe Mas in want, every Seow rrra- 
M78 in qhstress, se used to say, © was a pro- 
ver ohjees of her dounty ; and whits! Sue 
„Ar blest with plenty, Be honk it her 
duty to rehbeve, as for a5 She pradentiu coal 
z whom she knew zo de in torn, Fe 
merefore Dicbhed à weng. and Blech 3t will 
Wii herself, ge it i the PLOF WOran Oo 
anat.” Hesse, sar she, © mie Aris, ec 
Woman, 234 I Mgt 2 A reign and „ 
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service to you.” Betsy held out her hand for 
it, and lifting up her eyes to look at Mrs, 
Flail whilst she thanked her for her kindness, 
was greatly astonished to discover in her be- 
nefactress, the features of her old servant Molly 
Mount. * Bless me! said she, with an air of 
confusion, What do I see? Who is it? 
Where am I ? Madam ! pardon my boldness, 
but pray forgive me, ma'am, but is not your 
name Mount? It was,” replied Mrs. Flatl, 
but 1 have been married for thirteen years 
to a Mr. Flail, and that is my name now. 


But pray where did you ever see me before? 


or how came you to know any thing of me? 
Poor Betsy could return no answer, her shame 
at being scen by her servant that was, in her 
present condition, and the consczousness of 
having so ill-treated that very servant, to 
whose kindness she was now indebted ; all 
together were too much for her in her weak 
State, and she fell senseless at Mrs. Flatl's 
feet. 

„This still added to Mrs. Fail's surprise, 
and she had her carried into the house and 
laid upon a bed, where she used every means 
to bring her to herself again; which, after 
a considerable time, succeeded; and she then 
(covered with same and remorse) told her 
who she was, and how she came into that 
miserable condition. No words can describe 
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PERAMBULATION Of @. MOUSE, 
the astonighment Mrs. Flail was in, at hear- 
ing the melancholy story of her sufferings: 
nor is it possible to tell with what generosity 
and kindness she strove to comfort her, tel- 
ling her to compose herself, for she should 
no longer be in want of any thing. I have 
thank Heaven, said she, a most worthy 
good man for my husband, who will rejoice 
with me in having it in his power to relieve 
a suffering fellow creature. Do not there- 
fore any longer distress yourself upon what 
passed between us formerly. I had for my 
part ſorgotten it, if you had not now told it 
me; but however I might then take the fi- 
berty to censure you for too much haughti- 
ness, I am sure I have no occasion to do so 
now. Think no more, therefore, I beseech 
you, upon those times which are now past ; 
but be comforted, and make yourself as hap- 
Py as in my humble plain manner of living 
you ean possibly do. 

“She then furnished her with some of her 
own clothes, till she could procure her new 
ones, and sent immediately for a physician 
from the next town ; by following of whose 
prescription, together with good nursing, and 
plenty of all neccssaries, she soon recovered 
her health; but she was too deeply affected 
with the thoughts of her former miscondact 
ever to, feel happy in her situation, though 
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Mis. Tad used every ine tlrod in her ph 
u Terwdoc not as commoctable as possible. Nor 
cid ehe comtine her guodness only to tins u 
dugliter, but vent also for hor sister aud mo- 
ther (her father bring deed}, aud fitted up 
a line neat house for them near their can. 
But as the He could not ard whotly ta 
mainatn them for nothing, they entrusted 
the poukry © their care; which enabicd 
tien ty d vith one errant less; and voy 
Dat means they could, without ary great 
expeace, a ts give them sufficient te 
make tkeit tives comfortable, that is, as far 
as te own reflections would let them; for 
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the last words Mrs. = spake to Molly, 
when she parted from her, dwelt continually 
upon her mind, and filled her with shame and 
remorse. 

I told her, said she, that she should never 
again come into my doors, or eat another 
mouthful in my house; and now it is her 
bounty alone which keeps us all from pe- 
rishing. O! how unworthy are we of such 
goodness! True indeed was what she told 
you, that kindness and virtue were far more 
valuable than rickes. Goodnass and kindness, 
no time or change ean take from us; but 
riches soon fly as it were away, and then what 
are we the better for having once been pos- 
sessed of them.” 

Here Mr. John stopped, and jumping has- 


tily up, and turning round to Mrs. Sally, 


Mrs. Nelly, and Mr. Bob, exclaimed, rub- 
bing his hands“ There, ladies, I have finish- 
ed my story: and let me tell you, so long 
preaching has made my throat dry, so another 
mug of ale, if you please, Master Bobby 
(tapping him at the same time upon the 
Shoulder), another mug of ale, my boy, for 
faith, talking at the rate I have done, is 
enough to wear a man's lungs out, and in 


truth, I have need of something to hearten m- 


alter such fatigue,” 
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« Well, I am sure,“ replied Mrs. Sally and 
Mrs. Nelly, in the same breath, © we ate 
greatly obliged to you for your history, and 
Lam sure it deserves to be framed and glazed, 
and it wught to be hung up in the hall of 
every family, that all people may see the sad 
effects of pride, and how little cause people 
have, because they are vich, to despise those 
who are poor; since it frequently happens, 
that those who this year are like little kings, 
may the next be beggars; and then they will 
repent, when it is too late, of all their pride 
and unkindness they shewed to those beneath 
them.” | 

Here the conversation was put a stop to 
by the. bell ringing, and Jon being ordered 
to drive to the door, I, who during the 
whole of the history, had been feasting upon 
a mince-pye, now thought it safer to conceal 
myself in a little hole in the wainscot of the 
closet, where finding myself very safe, I did 
not awake till midnight. After the family 
were all retired to rest, I peeped out of 
the hole, and there saw just such another 
frightſul trap as that which was the prelude 
to poor Softdoun's sufferings. Startled at the 
sight, I retreated back as expeditiously as 
possible, nor ever stopped till I found my way 
into a bed- chamber, where lay two little girls 
fast aslecp. J looked 
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looked about for some time, peeping into 
every hole and corner, before I could find 
any thing to eat, there being not so much as 
a Candle in che room with them. At last 
{ crept into a little leathern trunk, which 
stood on a table, not shut down auite close; 
here J instantly smelt something good; but 
was ohliged to gnaw through a great deal of 
linen to get at it; it was wrapped up in a 
{ip bag, amongst a vast quantity of work. — 
However, | made my way through halt u hun- 
gred folds, and at last was amply repaid, by 
finaing out a nice piece of plumb-cake, and 
the pips of an apple, which I could easily get 
at, one half of it having been eat away,— 
Whilst I was thus engaged I heard a cat mew, 
and not knowing how near she night be, I 
endeavoured to jump out; but in the hurry, 
I s0mehow or other entangled myself in the 
muslin, and pulled that, trunk and all, down 
with me; for the trunk stood half off the table, 
so that the least touch in the world overset it, 
otherwise my weight could never have tum— 
bled 1t down. 

The noise of the fall, however, waked the 
children, and I heard one say to the other, 
—* Bless me! Mary, what is that noise?— 
What can it be! I am almost frightened out 
of my wits! do, pray, sister, hug me clus! 

« Pough !* 
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„Pugh!“ replied the other, © never mind 
it! What in the world necd you be fright- 
ened at? What do you suppose will hurt 
you ? It sounded as if something fell down; 
but as it has not fallen upon us, and 1 do 
not hear any body stirring, or speaking as if 
they were hurt, what need we care about jt? 
So pray, Nancy, let us go to sleep again, for 
as yet I have not had half sufficient, I am 
sure; 1 hope morning is not coming yet, for 
I am not at all ready to get up.” I am 
ure, answered the other, © I with it was 
morning, and day-light now, for I should like 
to get up vastly, I do not like to lay here in 
the dark auy longer; I have a great mind to 
ring the bell, and then mamma or somebody 
will come to us with a candle.” And what 
in the world,” rejoined Mary, © will be the 
use of that? Do you want a candle to light 
you to look for the wonnds the noe has given 
you ; or what can you wish to disturb my 
mamma for? Come, let me cuddle you, and 
do go to slecp, child, for I cannot think what 
occasion there is for us to keep awake be- 
cause we heard a noise; I never knew that 
noise had teeth or claws to hurt one with; and 
I am sure this has not hurt me; and so, whe- 
ther you chuse to lie awake or not, I will go 
to sleep, and so good-bye to you, and pray 
do 
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do not disturb me any more, for I cannot talk 
any longer.” © But, Mary,” again rephed 
the other, “ pray do not go to sleep yet, I 
want to speak to you.” * Well, what do 
vou want to say?“ inquired Mary. Why, 
pray have you not very oſten,“ said Nancy, 
„heard of thieves breaking into people's 
houses and robbing them; and I am sadly 
atraid that noise was some rogues coming in; 
*0 pray, Mary, do not go to sleep, I am in 
such a fright and tremble you cannot think, 
Speak, Mary, Have not you, I say, heard of 
thieves ?” “ Yes,” replied Mary, in a very 
Sleepy voice, © a great many times.” “ Well, 
then, pray sister, do not go to sleep,“ said 
Nancy, in a peevish accent,“ suppose, I say, 
that noise I heard shauld be thieves, what 
Should we do? What will become of us? 
O! what shall we do!“ -“ Why, go to sleep, 
I tell you,“ said Mary, © as fast as you can! 
at least do pray let me, for 1 cannot say I am 
in the smallest fear about house breakers or 
house- makers either; and of all the robberies 
I ever hcard of in all my life, I never heard 
of thieves stealing little gls; so do, there's 
a dear girl, go to sleep again, and do not so 
toolishly frighten yourself out of your wits 
for nothing.” © Well” replied Nancy, © 1 
will not keep you awake any longer, but 1 
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am sure I shall not be able to get another wink 
of sleep all night.” 


Here the conversation ended, and I could 


not help thinking how foolish it was for pco- 
ple to permit themselves to be terrified for 
nothing. Here is a little girl, now, thought I, 
in a nice clean room, and covered up warm in 
bed, with pretty green curtains drawn round 
her, to keep the wind from her head, and the 
light in the morning from her eyes; and yet 
She is distressiog herself, and making herself 
really uncomfortable, and unhappy, only be- 
cause J. à poor, little, harmless mouse, with 
scareely strength sufficient to gnaw a nut-shell, 
bappened to jump from the table, and throw 
down, perhaps, her own box. — O! what a 
pity it is that people should so destroy their 
own comfort! How sweetly might this child 
have passed the night, if she had but, like her 
sister, wisely reflected that a noise could not 
possibly hurt them; and that, had any of the 
family occasioned it, by falling down, or run- 
ning against any thing in the dark which hurt 
them, most likely they would have heard some 


more stirring about. 


And upon this subject the Author cannot 
help, in Aman form (as well as in that of 
. mouse), observing how extremely ridiculous 
t is for people to suffer themselves to be 

terrified 
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terrified upon every trifling occasion that 
happens; as if they had no more resolution 
than a mouse itself, which is liable to be 
destroyed every meal it makes. And, surely, 
nothing can be more absurd than for children 
to be afraid of thieves and house-breakers; since, 
as little Mary, said, they never want to seek 
after children. Money is all they want; and 
as Children have very seldom much of that in 
their possession, they may assure themselves 
they are perfectly safe, and have therefore no 
occasion to alarm themselves if they hear a 
noise, without being able to make out what it 
is; unless, indeed, like the child I have just 
been writing about, they would be $5 silly as 
to be frightened at a little mouse; for most 
commonly the noises we hear, if we lay awake 
in the night, are caused by mice running about 


and playing behind the wainscot : and what 


reasonable person would suffer themselves to 
be alarmed by such little creatures as those? 
But it is time I should return to the history of 
my little make-belzeve companion, who went 
on, saying 
The conversation I have been relating, I 
overheard as I lay concealed in a se that 
stood close by the bed-side, and into which I 
ran the moment I jumped off the table, 
and where I kept snug till the next . 'Y 
when 
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when, just as the clock was striking eight, the 
same Mrs. Nelly, whom I saw the day before 
in the kitchen, entered the apartment, anc 
accosted the young ladies, saying,“ Good 
morning to you, ladies, do you know that it 
is time to get up?“ Then, pray, Nelly, 
lace my stays, will you?” said Miss Nancy. 
But lace mine first, and give me my other 
shoes, for those I wore yesterday must be 
brushed, because I stepped in the dirt, and 
so when you go down you must remember, 
and take and brush them, and then let me 
have them again,” said Mary; “ but come and 
dress me now.“ 
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Well! thought I, this is a rude way of speak- 
ing, indeed, something like Miss Nancy Art- 
less, at the house where my poor dear Sgftdown 
was so cruelly massacred; I am sure J hope I 
shall not meet with the like fare here, and I 
wish I was safe out of this shoe, for, perhaps. 
presently it will be wanted to be put on Mary's 
foot : and I am sure I must not expect to meet 
any mercy from a child, who shows so bad a 
disposition as to speak to a servant in so uncivil 
a manner, for no good-natured person would 
do that.“ | 
With these kind of reflections I was amus- 
ing myself for some little time, when, all on 
a sudden, they were put an end to, by my 
finding the shoe in which I was concealed 
hastily taken up; and before I had time to 


recollect what I had best do, I was almost 


killed by some violent blows I received, 
which well nigh broke every bone in my 
Skin, I crept quite wp to the toe of the 


shoe, so that I was not at all seen, and the 


maid, when she took up the shoes, held one 
in one hand, and the other in the other, by 
their heels, and then slapped them hard to- 
gether, to beat out some of the dust which 
was in them. This she repeated three or four 
times, till I was quite stunned; and how or 
which way I tumbled or got out 1 know not; 

but 
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but when I came to myself, I was close up 
behind the foot of a table, in à large apant- 
ment, where were several children, and a 
gentleman and a lady, all conversing toge- 
ther with the greatest good-humour and hat- 
mony. 

The first words 1 heard distinctly enough 
to remember, were these of a little boy, 
about five years old, who, with eagerness 
exclaimed—*® J forget you! no, that I never 
shall. If I was to go a hundred thousand 
miles off, I am sure I shall never forget you. 
What! do you think I should ever, as long 
as I lire, if it is a million of years, forget 
my own dear papa and mamma? No! that 
I should not, I am very, rer sure I never 
Should,” © Well, but Tom,” interrupted the 
centleman, if in a million of years you 
should not forget us, I dare say, in less than 
two months you will forget our advice, and 
before you have been at school half that 
time, you will get to squabbling with, and 
tricking, the other boys, just as they do with 
one another; and instead of playing at all 
times with the strictest openness and honour, 
you will, 1 sadly fear, learn to cheat, and 
leceive, and pay no attention to what your 
mother and 1 have been telling you.“ — 

„% No! that I am sure I sha'nt!” replied the 
boy. 
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boy. © What! do you think I shall be so 
wicked as t9 turn a thief, and cheat people?“ 
I dare say, my dear,” resumed the mare 
« you will not do what we call thzering 
but as I know there are many naughty boys 
in all schools, I am afraid they will teach you 
to commit d:shonourable actions, and to tell you 
there is no harm in them, and that they are 
Signs of clexerness and spirit, and qualifications 
very necessary for every boy to possess.”— 
« Aye, that's sure enough,” said the boy, who 
appeared about ten years old, © for they al- 
most all declare, that if a boy is not sharp and 
cunning, he might almost as well be out of the 
world as in it. But, as you say, papa, I hate 
such behaviour, Jam sure there is one of our 
boys, who is so wonderfully clever and acute, 
as they call him, that I detest ever having any 
thing to do with him; for unless one watches 
him as a cat would watch a mouse, he is sure 
to cheat or play one some trick or other.“ — 

„ What sort of tricks do you mean?” in 
quired the little boy, «© Why, I will tell 
you,” replied the other. You know no- 
thing of the games we have at school, so if 1 
was to tell you how he plays at them, you 
would not understand what 1 meant. But 
you know what walking about blindfold is, 


don't you? Well! one "day, about a dozen 
of 
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of the boys agreed to have a blind race, and 
the boy who got nearest the goal, which was 
a stick driven in the ground with a shilling 
upon the top of it, was to win the shilling, 
provided he did it fairly without seeing.“ 
„ suppose, interrupted Jom, you mean 
the boy who got to the stick first.“ “ No, I 
do not,” replicd his brother,“ I mean what J 
say, the boy who got rears? it, no matter 
whether he came first or last; the fun was 
to see them try to keep in a straight path, 
with their eyes tied up, whilst they wander 
quite in the wrong, and not to try who 

could 
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could run fastest. Well! when they were _ 
blinded, and twisted round three or f 

times before they were suffered to set * 


33 


they directed their steps the way they thought N 


would directly conduct them to the goal; and 
some of them bad almost reached it, when 
Sharply (the boy I mentioned) who had placed 
a Shilling upon the stick, for they drew lots 
who should do that, and he who furnished, 
the money, was to stand by it, to observe 
who won it by coming nearest. — Well, 
Sharply, 1 say, Just as they came close to it, 
moved away softly, to another place, above 
three yards distant from any of them! (for I 
Should have told you, that if none of them 
got within three yards, the shilling was to 
remain his, and they were cach to give him 
a penny.) So then he untied their eyes, and in- 
sisted upon it, they had all of them lost. 
But two or three of us happening to be by, 
and so we said he had cheated them, and 
ought not to keep the money, as it had fairly 
been won by Smyth. But he would not give 
it up, so it made a quarrel] between him and 
OImyth, and at lust they fought, and Mr. 
Chiron confined them both in the school all 
the rest of the afternoon, and when he heard 
what the quarrel was about, be tock the shil- 
ling from Sharply, and called him a mean 
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54 PERAMBULATION of a MOUSE. 
ꝓirited cheat ; but he w ould not let Smyth have 
it, because be said he descrved to lose it for 


| fighting about such a trifle, and so it was put 


into the forfeit money. 

* But pray do not yon think Shayply be- 
haved extremely wrong?” “ Shameſully so 
indeed,” said the gentieman, “I never could 
have any opinion of a boy who could act so 
dishonourably,” said the lady, © let his cle- 


verness be what it would.” © Pray, Frank, 


tell me Some more,” said the little boy. 
More,“ replied Frank, „I could tell you 
an hundred such kind of things. One time 
as Peter Light was walking up the yard, with 
some damsons in his hat, Sharply ran by, and 
as he passed, knocked his hat out of his hand, 
for the sake of scrambling for as many as he 
could get himself. And sometimes after the 
pie-woman has been there, he gets such heaps 
of tarts you cannot think, by his difterent 
tricks; perhaps he will buy a currant tart 
himself, then he would go about calling out, 
*« Who'll change a cheesecake for a currant 
tart!” and now and then he will add, “ and 
half a bun into the bargain!” Then two or 
three of the boys call out, I will, I will ; and 
when they go to hold out their cheesecakes to 
him, he snatches them out of their hands be- 
fore they are aware, and runs away in an in- 
stant 
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stant: and whilst they stand for a moment in 
astonishment, he gets so much a-head of them. 
that he eats them up before they can again 
overtake him. At other times when he sees 
a boy beginning to eat his cake; he will 
come and talk carelessly to him for a few. 
moments, and then all of a sudden call out, ö 
Look! look! look there! pointing his finger f 
as if to show him something wonderſul; 
and when the other, without suspecting any | 
surprised bim, away he snatches the cake, | 
and runs off with it, cramming it into his mouth Þ 
11 a moment. 
„And when he plays at handy, dandy, i 
Jack a-dandy, which will you have, upper 
hand or lower ?“ If you happen to guess 
right, heslips whatever you are playing with | 
into his other hand, and that you know is 
not playing ſair; and $0 many of the boys 
tell him: but he does not mind any of us. 
And as he is clever at his learning, and 
always does his exercises quite right, Mr. 
Chiron (who indeed does not know of his 
tricks) is very fond of him, and is ſor ever 
saying what a clever fellow he is, and propos- 
ing him as an example to the rest of the 


boys ; and I do believe many of them imitate 
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his deceitſul cheating tricks, only for the sake 
of being thought like him. 

« Aye! it is a sad thing,” interrupted the 
gentleman, © that people who are blessed 
with sense and abilities to behave well, 
should so misuse them, as tv seta bad, in- 
Stead of a good example to others, and by that 
means draw many into sin, who, otherwise, 
perhaps, might never have acted wrong. Was 
this Sharply, you have been speaking of, a 
dunce and blockhead at his book, he would 
never gain the commendations that Mr. Chiron 
now bestows upon him; and consequently, ro 
boy would wis to be thought like him; his 
bad example therefore would not be of half 
the importance it now 1s, 

„Only think, then, my dear children, how 
extremely wicked it is, for those who are bles- 
sed with understandings capable of acting 
as they should do, and making people ad- 
mire them ; at the same time to be guilty 
of such real and great sin. For, however, 
children at play may like to trick and deceive 
each other, and call it only play and fun; 
still, let me tell you, they are much mistaken 
if they flatter themselves there is no harm 
in it. It is a «ery wrong way of behaviour; 
it is mean, it is dishenourable, and it is wicked ; 
nd the boy or girl who would ever permit 
themselves 
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themselves to act in so unjustifiable a man- 
ner, however they may excel in their learn- 
mg, or exterior accomplishments, can never 
be deserving of esteem, confidence, or regard. 
What esteem or respect could I ever enter- 
tain of a person's sense or learning, who 
made no better use of it, than to practise 
wickedness with more dexterity and grace, 
than he otherwise would be enabled to do? 
Or what confidence, could I ever place in 
the person who, I knew, only wanted a con- 
venient opportunity to defraud, trick, and 
deceire me? Or what regard and love could 
I possibly entertain for such a one, who 
unless I kept a constant watch over, as I 
must over a wild beast, would, like a wild 
beast, be sure to do me some injury? 
Would it be possible, I say to love such a 
character, whatever shining abilities, or depth 
of learning he might possess? Ask your own 
hearts, my dears, whether you think you 
could ? 

To this they all znswered at once, 
« No, that I could not,” and © I am sure 
J could not.” „Well then, resumed the 
father, only think how odious that con- 
duct must be, which robs us of the esteem, 
confidence, and love of our fellow-creatures ; 
and that too, notwithstanding we may at 
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the same time be very clever, and have au 
great deal of sense and learning. But, for 
my part, I confess I know not the least ad- 
yantage of our understanding or our learn- 
ins, unless we make a proper use of them, 
Knowing a great deal, and having read a great 
many books, will be of no service to us, 
unless we are careful to make a proper 
use of that knowledge, and to improxre by 
what we read, otherwise the time we $0 be- 
Stow is but lost, and we might as well spend 
the whole of our lives in idleness. 

« Always remember, therefore, my loves, 
that the whole end of our taking the trou- 
ble to instruct you, or putting ourselves to 
the expence of sending you to school, or 
your attending to what is taught you is, 
that you may grow better men and women 
than you otherwise would be; and unless, 
therefore, you do improve, we might as 
well spare ourselves the pains and expence, 
and yau need not take the trouble of learn- 
ing; since if you will act wickedly, all our 
labour is but thrown away to no manner of 
purpose. 

„Mr. and Mrs. Sharply, how I pity 
them! what sorrow must they endure to be- 
hold their son acting in the manner you have 
described; for nothing can give so much 

concern 
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concern to a fond parent's heart, as to see 
their children, for whom they have taken 
so much pains, turn out naughty :' aud to 
decerce and cheat ! What can be worse than 
that? I hope, my dear children, you 
will never any of you, give us that dreadful 
misery. I hope, my dear Tom, I hope you 
will never learn any of those detestable ways 
your brother has been telling you of. And 
if it was not that you will .often be obliged 
to see such things when you mix with other 
children, I should be sorry you should even 
hear of such bad actions, as I could wish 


you to pass through life without so much 
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as knowing such wickedness ever existed: 
but that is impossible. There are so many 
naughty people in the world, that you will 
often be obliged to see and hear of crimes 
which I hope you will shudder to think of 
committing yourselves ; and by being warned 
of them beforehand, I hope it will put you 
more upon your guard, not to be tempted 
upon any consideration, to give the least en- 
couragement to them, much less to practise 
them yourselves. 

„Perhaps Tom, if your brother had not, 
by telling us of Sharply's tricks, given me 
an opportunity of warning you how extreme- 
ly wrong and wicked they are, you might, 
when you were at school, have thought them 
very clever, and marks of genius; and there- 
fore, like others of the boys, have tried to 
imitate them, and by that means have be- 
come as wicked, mean, and dishonourable your- 
Self, And only think how it would have 
grieved your poor mamma and me, to find 
the next holidays, our dear little Jom, in- 
Stead of being that honest, open, generous-hearted 
boy he now is changed into a deceiver, 
a cheat, a liar, one whom we could place no 
trust or confidence in; for, depend upon it, 
the person who will when at play behave 
unfair, would not scruple to do 80 in 


every 
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every other action of his life. And the boy 
who will deceive for the sake of a marble, 
or the girl who would act ungenerously for 
the sake of a doll's cap or a pin, will, when 
grown up, be ready to cheat and over-reach 
in their trades, or any affairs they may have 


to transact. And you may assure yourselves, 


that numbers of people who are every ycar 
kanged, began at firs to be wicked, by 
practising those little dishonourable mean ac- 
tions, which so many children are too apt 
to do at play, without thinking of their evil 
consequences. 


* think, my dear,“ said he, turning W 


his wiſe,“ I have heard you mention a per- 
son yon were acquainted with when a girl, 
who nt lust was hanged for stealing, I think, 
was nut she?“ No, replied the lady, 
* *he was not hanged, she was transported 
for one and twenty years. Pray, madam, 
how transported ? what is that?” inquired one 
of the children. * People, my dear, re- 
Sumed the lady, are transported when they 
kave committed crimes, which according to 
the laws of our land, are not thought quite 
wicked enough to be hanged for ; but still 
too bad to suffer them to continue amongst o- 
ther people, So instead of hanging them, the 
Judge orders that they shall be sent on board 

a ship, 
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a ship, built on purpose to hold naughty peo- 
ple, and carried away from all their friends 
a great many, many miles distant, commonly 
to America, where they are sold as slaves, to 
work very hard for as many years as they 
are transported for, And the person your 
papa mentioned was sold tor LwWenty-one 
years; but she died before that time was 
out, as most of them do; they are gene- 
rally used very cruelly, and work very hard; 
and besides the heat of the climate seldom 
agrees with any body Who has been used 
to live in England, and so they generally 
die before their time is expired, and never 
have an opportunity of seeing their friends 
any more, after they are once sent away. 
How should any of you my dears, like 
to be sent away from your papa and me, 
and your brothers and sisters, and uncles and 
aunts, and all your friends, and never, 
never, see us any more; and only keep com- 
pany with naughty, cross, wicked people, 
and labour very hard, and suffer a great 
deal of sickness, and such a number of dif- 
ferent hardships, you cannot imagine: 
Only think how shocking it must be! How 
should you like it?“ O! not at all, not 
at all,” was echoed from every one in the 
Form, p 


«© But 
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% But such,“ rejoined their mother, © jy 
the punishment naughty people have; and 
such was the punishment the person your 
papa spoke of had; who, when she was 
young, No more expected to come to such an 
end than any of you do. I was very well 
acquainted with her, and often used to play 
with her, and she (like the boy Frank has 
been talking of) used to think it a mark 
of cleverness to be able to deceive; and for 
the sake of winning the game she was en- 
caged in, would not scruple committing any 
little unfair action, which would give her the 
advantage. 


I remember one time, at such a trifling 


game as prush-pin, she gave me a very bad 
opinion of her; for I observed, instead of 
pushing the pin as she ought to do, she 


would try to lift it up with her finger a lite - 


tle, to make it cross over the other, 

And when we were all at cards, she would 
peep, to find out the pictured ones, that she 
might have them in her own hand. 

And when we played at any game. which 
had forfeits, she would try, by different lit- 
tle artifices, to steal back her own before 
the time of crying them came; or, if she was 
the person who was to cry them, as you 
call it, she would endeavour to see whose 

came 
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came next, thai She might order tue penalty 
accordingly. 

Or if we were playing at Aide and sick, 
She would put what we had to hide, cither in 
her own pocket or throw it into the fire, 
so that it would be impossible to find it: 
and then, ; after making her companions 
hunt for it an hour, till their patience was 
quite tired, and they gere out; she would 
burst cut in « loud laugh! and say she only 
did it for fun, But, tor my part 1 never 
could ste any joke in such kind of things; 
the meanntss, the baseness, the dishonour which 

attended 
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attended it always in my opinion, took 
«ff all degree of clear erness, or 8 from 
such actions. 

* There was another of her sy tricks which 
| forgot to mention, and that was, if at tea, 
or any other time, she got first to the plate 
of cake or bread, sbe would place the piece 
She liked best, where she thought it would 
come to her turn to have it: or if at break- 
fast she saw her sister's bason have the under 
erust in it, and they happened not to be by, 
or to sce her, she would take it out, and 
put her own, which she happened not to like 
so well, in the stcad. 

« Only think, my dears, what flightful, 
dy, naughty tricks to be guilty of! And 
from practising these, which she said there 
was no harm in, and she only did them in 
play, and for a bi of fun, at last she came, 
by degrees, to be guilty of greater. She, 
two or three different times, when she was 
not seen, stole things out of shops; and one 
day when $he was upon a visit, and thought 
she could do it cleverly, without being dis- 
covered, put a couple of table· poons into 
ner pocket. The footman who was waiting 
happened to see her; but fearing to give 
offence, he took no notice of it till "after She 
was gone home, when he told his master, 
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who, justly provoked at being so ill-treated{ , 
by a person to whom he had shown every 
civility, went after her, called in her own | 
two maids, and his footman, as witnesses 
and then insisted upon examing her poet; 
kets, where he indeed found his own twe 
Spoons. He then sent for proper officers te 
secure her, had her taken into custody, an 
for that offence it was that she was trar 
ported. 5 

„Thus, my dear children, you see the 
shocking consequence of ever suffering suci 
vile habits to grow upon us; and I hope the 
example of this unhappy woman (which 
assure you is a true story) will be sufficien 
to warn you for ever, for a single time 
being guilty of so detestable a crime: les 
you should, like her, by degrees come t: 
experience her fatal punishment.” 

Just as the lady said these words, a bel 
rang, and all getting up together, they wen 
out of the room, the young one called out 
“% To dinner! to dinner! to dinner! here 
we all go to dinner!“ 

And I will seek for one too said I to my 
self, (creeping out as soon as I found I was 
alone) for 1 feel very faint and hungry. 
looked and looked about a long while, fo 


I could move but slow on account of the 
bruise 


as 
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| &rnises I had received in the shoe. At last 


under the table round which the family had 
been sitting I found a pincushion ; which, 


being stuffed wich bran, afforded me enough 


to satisfy my hunger, but was excessively dry 
and unsavoury: yet, bad as it was, I was 
vbliged to be content at that time with it: 
and had ncarly done eating when the door 
opened, and in ran two or three of the chil- 
dren. Frightened out of my senses al- 
most, I had just time to escape down a little 
hole in the floor, made by one of the knots 
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in the wood slipping out, and there I heard | 
one of the girls exclaim : 

O dear! who now has cut my vin- 
cushion? it was you did it Tom,” © No, in- 
deed I did not, replied he. © Then it was 
you Mary.” No, I know nothing of it,” 
answered she. *© Then it was you Hetty.“ 
„That I am sure it was not,” said She; * I 
am sure, I am certain it was not me; I am 
positirxe it was not.” * Ah!” replied the 
other, © I dare say it was.” „Ves, I think 
It is most likely, said Mary. © And so do I 
too,“ said Tom, © And pray why do you all 
think so?“ inquired Hetty, in an angry tone, 
because,“ said the owner of the pincushion, 
* you are the only one who ever tells fibs ; 
you told a story, you know, about the fruit 
you told a story too about the current jelly; 
and about putting your fingers in the butter ; 
at breakfast ; and therefore there1s a very great 
reason why we should suspect you more than 
any body else.“ © But I am sure, said she, 
bursting into tears, © I am very sure I have 
not meddled with it,” © I do not at all know 
that,” replied the other“ and 1 do think 
it was you; for I am certain if any body 
else had done it they would not deny it; 
and it could not come into this condition 
by itself, somebody must have done it; and 

I dare 
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I dare say it was you; so say no more about 
its. 

Here the dispute was interrupted by some- 
body calling them out of the room; and J 
could not help making some reflections on 
what had passed. How dreadful a crime, 
thought I, is lying and falsity; to what sad 
mortifications does it subject the person who 
is ever wicked enough to commit it; and 
how does it expose them to the contempt of 
every one, and make them to be suspected of 
faults they are cven perfectly free from, Lit- 
tle Hetty now 1s innocent, with respect to the 
pincushion with which her sister charges 
her, as any of the others; yet, because She 
has before forfeited her honour, sbe can gain 
no credit: no one believes what she says, she 
is thought to be guilty of the double fault of 
spailing the pincushion, and what isstill worse, 
of lying to conceal it; whilst the other chil- 
dren are at once believed, and their words 
depended upon. 

Surely, surely, thought I, if people would 
but reflect upon the contempt, the same, and 
the difficulties which lies expose them to, they 
would never be guilty of so terrible a vice, 
which subjects them to the scorn of all they 
converse with, and renders them at ell times 


suspected, even though they $should, as in 
G 3 the 
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the case of Hetty, rcally speak the truth, 
Such were my reflections upon falschood, 


nor could I help altogether blaming the _ 


owner of the pincushion for her hasty judge- 
ment relating to it. Somebody, she was cer- 
tain must have done it; it was impossible it 
could come 50 by itself. , That, to be sure, 
was very true, but then she never recollected 
that it was possible a little Mouse might put to 
in that condition. Ah! thought I to myself, 
what pity is jt, that human creatures, who 
are blest with understanding, and faculties 
so superior to any species should not make 
better use of them; and learn from daily 
experience, to grow wiser and better for 
the future : this one instance of the pin- 
cushion, may teach (and surely people en- 
gaged in life must hourly find more) how 
dangerous it is to draw hasty conclusions, 
and to condemn people upon suspicion, as 
also the many great aud bad consequences of 
lying. 

Scarcely had I finished these sohloquies 
when a great knock at the house door made 
me give such a start, that I fell off the joist 
on which I was standing, and then ran straight 
forwards till 1 came out at a little hole I 
found in the bricks above the parlour win- 
dow; from that I descended into the road, 
and 
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and went on unmolested till I reached a malt- 
house, about whose various apartments, ne- 
ver Staying long in the same, I continued to 
live; till one night, all on a sudden, I was 
alarmed by fire, which obliged me to retreat 
with the greatest expedition. 

I passed numberless rats and mice in my 
way, who like myself, were driven forth by 
the flames ; but alas! among them I found 
not my brother. Despairing, therefore, of 
ever seeing him again J determined, if pos- 
Sible, to find my way back th you, who be- 
fore had Shown me such kindness. Number- 
less were the fatigues and difficulties I had to 
encounter in my journey here; one while in 
danger from hungry cats, at another almost 
perished with cold and want of food. 

But it is ucedless to enumerate every par- 
ticular; I should but tire your patience was 
I to attempt it: so I will hasten to a con- 
clusion of my history, only telling you how 
you came to find me in that melancholy con- 
dition, from which your mercy has now raiged 
me. 

came into your house one evening 
concealed in the middle of a floor- cloth, 
which the maid had rolled up and set 
at the outside of the back door, whilst she 
swept the passage, and neglected to take it in 
again 
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again till the evening. In that I hid my- 
self, and upon her laying it down ran with 


all speed down the cellar-stairs, where I con- - 


tinued till the family were all gone to-bed, 
Then I returned back, and came into your 
closet, where the scent of some figs tempted 
me to get into the jar in which you found 
me. I concealed myself among them, and, 
after feasting most deliciously, fell asleep, 
from which I was awakened by hearing a voice 
Say, © Who has left the cover off the fig- 
Jar?” and at the same time I was involved 
in darkness by having it put on. In vain I 
- endeavoured to remove it, the figs were 80 
low, that when I stood on them I could but 
just touch it with my lips, and the jar being 
| I could not posibly fasten my nails to 
ng by the side. 

In this dismal situation, therefore I was con- 
strained to stay; my apprehensions each day 
encreasing as my food diminished, till at last, 
aſter ſeeding very sparingly for some days, it 
was quite exhausted : and I had endured the 
inexpressible tortures of hunger for three 
days and three nights, when you happily re- 
leased me, and by your compassion restored 
me once more to life and liberty, Conde- 
scend, therefore, to preserve that life you have 
so lengthened, and 2 under your pro- 
tection. | „That 
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© That most gladly,” interrupted I, „1 
will: do you will live in this large green- 
ftlowred tin canister, and run in and out 
when you please, and I will keep you con- 
stantly supplied with food. But I must 
now shut you in, for the cat has this moment 
cuered the room. 

And now I cannot take leave of all my 
little readers, without once more begging 
them, for their dn sakes to endeavour to 
follow all the gocd vice the Mause has been 
giving them : and likewise warning them to 
sunn all those vices and follies, the practice 


of which render children so contemptible and 
Wicked, 


THE END 
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